
Heidelberg, 29 September 2017 

 

Statement 

of the Protestant Theology Student Council (Fachschaft Theologie) at the 

University of Heidelberg on the revocation of the teacher's licence of 

Doz. Mgr. Ondrej Prostredník, PhD by the Evangelical Church of the Augs-

burg Confession in Slovakia (EKAB) 

 

On August 19th, 2017, Ondrej Prostredník, a lecturer at Comenius University in 

Bratislava, held a speech entitled “Strengthening the culture of commitment” at 

the Duhovy Pride in Bratislava, a rally for the rights of the LGBT* community1 in 

Slovakia. He spoke on behalf of those members of the Evangelical Church of 

A. B. in Slovakia (EKAB) who do not share the negative attitude of EKAB's gov-

erning bodies towards people belonging to the LGBT* community. He also 

spoke out that the Church should promote binding relationships between part-

ners regardless of the sexual orientation of the relationship partners. 

As a result, Mr. Prostredník was stripped of his teaching licence as a teacher of 

theological subjects at the Protestant Theological Faculty of the University of 

Bratislava on 30 August 2017 by the College of Bishops of the EKAB. The Col-

lege of Bishops stated that Mr. Prostredník abused his position as a university 

teacher by teaching young believers views that contradicted the teaching of the 

EKAB. 

The Fachschaft Theologie Heidelberg expresses its solidarity with Mr. Prostred-

ník by means of this statement. For us, the student representatives, the freedom 

of teaching, especially theological teaching at universities, is an invaluable ele-

ment of the university. We criticize the church leadership of the EKAB for trying 

to fight against disagreeable positions in this way and consider an open and fair 

exchange of theological issues to be an appropriate way of dealing with such 

disagreements. We believe that in a reformed church it always must be possible 

to question traditional positions and we ask the churches in Slovakia, as well as 

the churches here in Germany, to have a genuine discussion instead of unilat-

eral condemnation of different theological views. We demand that Mr Prostred-

ník be allowed to resume his service as a lecturer at the Faculty of Theology in 

Bratislava as soon as possible. We believe that young believers and Protestant 

theology students in particular can greatly benefit from an open exchange of 

different theological views. 

The Fachschaft Theologie Heidelberg also agrees with Mr. Prostredník's call for 

a new reflection on how to deal with minorities within the EKAB. We as student 

                                                
1 The abbreviation LGBT stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bi, Trans; the asterisk (*) stands as 
a placeholder for further sexual orientations and identities. 



representatives want to participate in an open, unprejudiced society and con-

sider hostility and discrimination against minorities such as the LBQT* commu-

nity as problematic and dangerous. 

The Fachschaft Theologie would like to see other theological student represent-

atives in Germany, as well as leading bodies in the Evangelical Church in Ger-

many (EKD) and the regional churches in Germany (Evangelische Landeskir-

chen), express their solidarity with Mr. Prostredník in the spirit of the freedom of 

theological teaching and express their opposition to the revocation of his teach-

ing licence.  

 


